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Employing Artificial Intelligence Applications in Determining
the Sighting of the Crescent Moon: A Comparative
Jurisprudential Study

Walaa Antar Abdel-Fattah Mohamed

«Department of Comparative Jurisprudence

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Cairo
.Al-Azhar University Cairo Egypt

:Abstract

With the advancement and widespread use of artificial
intelligence applications in various fieldslit has become
necessary to investigate whether these technologies can be
relied upon in issuing fatwas and addressing Islamic legal
matters — including the sighting of the crescent moon'which

e
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serves as the basis for many rulings related to the
.commencement of lunar months such as Hajj fastingand Zakat
To examine this issue'the study adopts both the inductive
approach — to trace and establish the origins of the issue — and
the analytical method — to analyze and examine the scholarly
material present the opinions of jurists their evidences and the
areas of agreement and disagreement and finally to determine
.the most preponderant view based on the strength of evidence

:Key findings include
The necessity of exercising precision in moon sighting due to -1
.its connection with major acts of worship such as fasting Hajj

That the visual sighting of the crescent moon is the -2
fundamental and unanimously agreed-upon method according
.to alljurists

The permissibility of benefiting from artificial intelligence - 3
applications to improve the accuracy of calculations and moon
sighting provided specific Shariah regulations are observed —
.which is the preferred opinion

Artificial intelligence applications should not be wholly relied -4
upon; ratherithey should serve as a supportive and auxiliary
.tool to visual sightings and astronomical calculations

Keywords: Sighting Crescent Moon/ Artificial Intelligencel Visual
Sighting/ Astronomical Calculations
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